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CAST

Mom (Helen Lundeen)............................. Sandy Stefffen

Carl Lundeen..................................................John Boulay

Grandma....................................................... Andi Cooper

Michael Lundeen........................................Russell Shealy

Stacy Lundeen............................................... Gina Nelson

Uncle Bob.........................................................Len Lesslie

Jill Lundeen................................................... Katie Mixon

PRODUCTION CREW 

Director.............................................................Glenn Farr

Producers..................................................Gerrard Goines

Stage Manager..................................Jami Steele Sprankle

Properties...................................................... Gina Nelson

Costume Coordinator.................................Sandy Steffen

Light & Sound Tech.................................... April Garrett

Set Build....................... Jim DeFelice, Tiffany Dinsmore,  
Bill Botts and Tina DeFelice 

House Manager............................................... Joan Marco

Playbill Editor..........................................Gerrard Goines

Playbill Design............................................... Jason Jeffers

December 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 at 7:30 PM • Matinees December 8 & 15 at 3 PM

SETTING
Christmas Eve in the living room of Mom’s apartment in a suburb of Minneapolis

 
TIME

Christmas Eve

SYNOPSIS
It’s Christmas Eve, and a young newspaper reporter on the brink of being fired has been assigned  
a last-chance story about a typical family Christmas – his family’s Christmas. He goes home to his  

recently widowed mother, his crazy uncle, his eccentric grandmother, and his battling siblings and their 
neurotic spouses, who provide no shortage of material. One by one, we learn each family member’s secrets, 

problems, and dysfunctions, and when they learn that he’s writing an article with some very personal 
family information, the fruitcake hits the fan. The question is, will the magic of Christmas bring this  

family back together?

ACT ONE
Early Evening

ACT TWO
Thirty Seconds Later

A Nice Family Christmas by Phil Olson
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John Boulay (Carl Lundeen) is thrilled to 
be debuting at Chapin Theatre Company with 
this amazing homegrown Minnesota show! He 
graduated from the University of South Carolina 
with a degree in theatre, where he starred in many 
productions, including Rumors, This Is Our Youth, 
and Small Mouth Sounds. Since graduating, John 

has been seen on stage in Sordid Lives and Arsenic and Old Lace 
at Workshop Theatre and in Twelfth Night at the South Carolina 
Shakespeare Company. A Minnesota native, John is extremely excited 
for everyone to see the Lundeens and their family antics on full display!

Andi Cooper (Grandma) is grateful for the 
opportunity to be on the Chapin stage again and 
work with this amazing cast. Thanks to Glenn 
for casting me and thanks to my family for their 
continued love and support. Most importantly, 
thank you to all the patrons of the arts in any form 
and to all of us who know how critical it is to laugh 

out loud every day.

Glenn Farr (Director) Glenn has directed 
some of Chapin Theatre Company’s more 
complex productions, including Noises Off and 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. After a publications 
career, he retired to write a weekly blog 
(afterthoughtswriter@gmail.com) and, under 
the pen name C.G. Farr, to publish three novels 

via Amazon’s Kindle Direct Publishing (Favored Son, And So It 
Goes and Dear Brüder), all set in a fictional central South Carolina 
town. In January, he begins work on the series’ fourth book, Better 
Days, taking his characters through the first year of the COVID-19 
pandemic. His winning entry in CTC’s 10-Minute-ish Play Festival 
last year was based on one of his book chapters.

April Garrett (Tech) is excited to work tech 
for this Chapin Theatre holiday production! She 
was previously seen on stage in Chapin’s musical 
productions of Shrek and Beauty and the Beast, 
but her love of pushing buttons took her into 
the tech and lights booth. In her down time, she 
enjoys needlepoint to keep up her finger dexterity. 
April also takes part in a hula hoop club and 

aspires to be an Olympic curler one day. She gives a big shout out to 
her sister and family for their continued support! 

Len Lesslie (Uncle Bob) is happy to join a 
great cast in this funny show!  He has previously 
appeared in CTC productions of Tis the 
Season; Maybe Baby; Matching Up Mabel; two 
productions of A Nice Family Gathering; and A 
Farce of Nature, as well as shows with other area 
theatre companies. Len is a CPA and practices in 

Columbia. He and his wife, Laura, have been residents of Chapin 
for nine years and in the area for over 40 years. They have two adult 
daughters, Mandi and Erin, and a Carolina Dog, Callie. 

Katie Mixon (Jill Lundeen) loves theatre and 
animals and is an Actor-Teacher for the SC 
Governor’s School for the Arts & Humanities, 
manager for Elsewhere Shakespeare, and company 
member of the SC Shakespeare Company. She 
helped create Sappraiwan Elephant Sanctuary in 
Thailand, providing care for Asian elephants. She 

is a graduate of the London Academy of Music & Dramatic Arts and 
was voted Best Actress in Columbia in 2023. Some of Katie’s favorite 
roles: Beatrice, Lady MacBeth, and Juliet for the SC Shakespeare 
Company, Sandra in The Play That Goes Wrong at Town Theatre, 
Suze in Fairview at TRUSTUS, Amanda in Glass Menagerie at 
Workshop, and Lottie in Enchanted April at Chapin.

Gina Nelson (Stacy Lundeen) has spent her 
entire life working in the theatre. Most recently, 
she was Assistant Stage Manager/Props Master 
for 39 Steps and Props Master for Cinderella, 
both with Chapin Theatre Company. She recently 
returned to the stage with CTC’s 10 Minute-ish 
Play Festival and is thrilled to be taking on the role 

of Stacy in A Nice Family Christmas. 

Russell Shealy (Michael Lundeen) is appearing 
in his fourth production with Chapin Theatre 
Company after taking a few years away from the 
stage to pursue his film career. Working out of 
town for extended periods makes being home at 
this time of year even more special. He is excited 
to reprise his role of Michael (from A Nice Family 

Gathering in 2019) and bring you some laughs with some of his 
former and first-time cast and crewmates. ‘Tis the season for yet 
another dysfunctional Christmas show, and he is glad to be able to 
share it with all of you!

CAST & CREW (in alphabetical order)

SPECIAL THANKS
Bertina Floyd for your patience and understanding.

Sandy Steffen and Karen Young for assistance with props.
Tina DeFelice for always pitching in to help build a set
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Jami Steele Sprankle (Stage Manager) is delighted to be 
working with the CTC after serving as Director of Theatre and 
Education at the ACKC (Arts Centers of Kershaw County in 
Camden) for the past 10 years directing around 30 shows, among 
other duties. An actor and musician, Jami has also had the pleasure 
of performing on both U.S. coasts as well as in Europe, including 
a theatrical turn at the Piccolo Spoleto Festival in Charleston and 
a choral performance in Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. She has 
directed and performed with improv troupes, plus worked in film 
and television, both here and in Los Angeles.  

Sandy Steffen (Mom/Helen Lundeen) 
is pleased to be celebrating Christmas with 
the Lundeen Family. She has performed for 
over 30 years on stage with the Newberry 
Community Players and Chapin Theatre 
Company and enjoys all aspects of theatre. 
We hope you enjoy this peek into how Helen 
and her family survive each other during this 
holiday. But all are loved. It’s implied. All of 
your support is appreciated.

CHAPIN THEATRE COMPANY

CHAPIN THEATRE COMPANY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jim DeFelice 
President/Executive 

Director

Linda DuRant 
Vice President

Len Lesslie 
Treasurer

Cindy Binnicker 
Secretary/Stage Manager

McCall Bethurem 
Education

Lou Clyde 
Playwright in Residence

Tiffany Dinsmore 
Artistic Director

Greg Gerrald 
Fund Raising

Gerrard Goines 
Playbill

Mary Jo Johnson 
Education

Abigail Mathias 
Costumes/Scenic Design

Joan Marco 
House Manager

Manny Moitoso 
Volunteer Coordinator

Ella Riley 
Social Media

Frank Thompson 
Script Committee

Chris Whitehead 
Video Media

Chapin Theatre Company first produced A Nice Family Gathering, the precursor to A Nice Family 
Christmas, as the first stage play ever performed at the Harbison Theatre at Midlands Tech. I 
directed that production, as well as the reprise at the Fire House Theatre in 2019. Now, with the 
sequel, I’m grateful to have actors from those first two productions – Sandy Steffen, Len Lesslie and 
Russell Shealy – as well as actors new to the Lundeen Family shenanigans, return to make you laugh once again. 

Chapin Theatre Company gave me my start as a director back in 2007 and it, along with Workshop Theatre 
and Village Square Theatre, has given me unforgettable opportunities to guide a range of Midlands talent in 
giving hilarious, poignant and sometimes heartbreaking performances. Now, though, as I explore other creative 
ventures, primarily writing, I don’t expect to direct as often as I once did. Besides, new and younger directors 
are emerging in the local theatre community, and they deserve their shots at the artistic satisfaction I’ve derived 
from this pursuit. A Nice Family Christmas may not be my last directing project, but if that turns out to be the 
case, it makes for a sweet final bow.

—Glenn Farr

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

CAST & CREW (in alphabetical order)
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Chapin Theatre Company Season Members

Sponsor
Jondy and Ken Loveless
Arla Marr

ArchAngel
Jim Bouchard
Lynn & Frances Connelly
Renee & Richard Merchant
Susan O’Connor
Carol Rudder

Angel
William & MonaLisa Botts
Linda Meade Dicus
Linda & Billy DuRant
Betty A Forsyth
Kaye & Greg Gerrald
Scott & Sandy Macfarland
Barbara & Brian Teusink
Leslie Watford
Diane Westmoreland

Benefactor
Glenn & Linda Amick
Herb & Llewellyn Hames
Joan & Gary Marco
Jack & Sandy Morgan
Dupre & Gina Percival
Nancy Sides

Director
Raymond & Susan Brush
Wanda & Russ Burleson
Eddie & Cindy Chin
Jim & Tina DeFelice
Randy & Betsy Drye
Ed and Lisa Gohn
Clare & Hack McGill
Jim & Vicki Tisdale Mills
Ellis Reeves
David & Marthalyn Schimsa
Chad Stefaniak
Bill Stockdell
Tracy Turner

Patron
Rita & Bob Anderson
Dick & Fonda Bohr
Angel Booe
Douglas Bryant
Albert & Sally Bueno
Randy Basinger & Louise 

Burpee
Chapin Woman’s Club
Karen Cox
Marina Dagenais
Craig & Kimy DeFelice
David & Sonya Diimmler
Tiffany & George Dinsmore
Shane Donnelly
Gary & Jennifer Echard
Mike & Susan Eckhart
Scott & Lorena Edwards
Claudia Eisenbraun
David & Kristin Farda
Fran & Bob Farmer
Glenn Farr
Bertina Floyd
Kristin & David Fonda
Jennifer R. Fortune
Lori Frampton
Joy Connor & Sam Gill
Brett & Kelly Gowans
James Grice
Rene & Pamela Harrell
Ed & Catherine Huddle
Dorothy Jeffcoat
Jason Jeffers
Miriam Johnson
Hardy & Eileen King
Martha & Cameron Koblish
Jim & Sherryl LaBonte
John & Mary LaFond
Mark & Lis Anna Langston
Carol Watts & Michael 

Larrivee
Ann Koon Leath
Eric & Laura LeBoeuf
Jean Lefler
Len and Laura Lesslie

Pat Lewandowski
Corbett & Ann-Marie Lewis
Bonnie Lyon
Roger Mull & Phil McCarty
Bill & Wendy McCreary
Kathleen  Miko
Manny & Barbara Moitoso
Eddie & Cherry Ann 

Muldrow
Susan Novellino
Arnold & Bonnie Nurick
Hans & Nan Nussler
Rick & Debbie Pascal
Gerald & Jennifer Perritt
George & Jennifer Reasor
Lisa Register
Karen, Jason & Barb 

Runquist
Clay & Evie Shelton
Matthew & Sarah Sholar
Carol & George Smith
Fred & Carol Stokes
Duffy & David Stout
Mary Ann & Frank Suda
John & Susan Thomas
Nora Thorne
Suzanne Trembly
Dennis & Sandy Turner
Marianna Uszkay
Dick White
Steve & Chris Woodworth
Martin & Olga Wutsch

Producer
Fran Abee
Jonathan Adams
Producer 	Joe & Sally Ademy
Jonathan Adams
Paul & Sharon Allen
Kathryn Ashley
Barbara Becker
JB Brown
Chapin Chirpers
Dave Walt & Lou Clyde
Jim Deese

James & Arlene Derrick
Mark Dowell
Ross & Sonjia Dutton
Val Emrick
Jen Kraus & Ben Froemming
Linda Grant
Jeff & Shawn Grover
Lynne Hendrix
Kevin & April Hunter
Don & Sue James
Gary and Terree Korpita
Jen Kraus & Ben Froemming
Perry & Annette Linn
Maureen Mahon
Karen & George McConnell, 

Jr.
Lill Mood
Janet Mustard
Darlene Natili
Patrice & Jeff Pawlak
Jane Peterson
Cindy Pruitt
Cindy Pugh
Randy & Marsha Raines
Angel & Loraine Rivas
Bert & Kaye Robertson
Dana & Virginia Robinson
Kim & April Robinson
Marcia Rowen
Jon Rychener
James & Sherry Sauls
Bill Schmidt
Margo Seddon
Martin & Kathleen Shaffer
Stan Shealy
Abby Simon
Doug & Shirley Spires
Pris & John Stickney
Janice & Tom Suggs
William Thompson
Sandy & Larry Wade
Amy & Mack Warren
Melanie Wells
Sandy Whiting
Kathy Wicker
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830 Columbia Ave 
Chapin, SC 29036

(803) 404-0015
chapintheatre.org

 

Classes for Children AND Adults
ACTING • VOICE • IMPROV 

DANCE • TAP • and so much FUN!
For more information, and to register for classes, please visit 

ChapinTheatre.org
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Taste the Difference!
www.TheClassyCruet.com

5175 Sunset Blvd. Suite 10
Lexington, SC 29072
803-785-7887

130 Amicks Ferry Road, Suite B
Chapin, SC 29036

803-298-5353

Educational 
Programs

Private 
Tastings

Gifts for 
the Gourmet

Specialty 
Food Items

Proud Supporter of Chapin Theatre Company
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6 CHAPIN THEATRE COMPANY

Regain health and freedom of movement

(left to right) Dr. Phillip Milner, Dr. John Hibbitts, Dr. William Owens, Dr. James Loging, Giridhar Gundu, MD, Jacquelyn Van Dam, MD, Dr. Alaric Van Dam, MD, Mark Wilson, MD 

www.palmettoboneandjoint.com

803-941-8096
Monday–Friday 7:30am–5pm

803-941-8095
Monday–Friday 8 am–5pm

Proud sponsors of Chapin Community Theatre
Publix was founded in 1930 with the philosophy of being 

involved in our communities as responsible neighbors.  
We are proud to support organizations that enrich the lives 

of those in our communities.

OUTSIDER_Playbill.indd   6OUTSIDER_Playbill.indd   6 2/23/20   7:24 PM2/23/20   7:24 PM
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Serving the Chapin Community 
for over 50 years!

www.ChapinWomansClub.org

MISSION
This club is organized for the purpose of bringing 

together & equipping women to promote civic progress 
in the town, state, nation & world with specific 

emphasis on the needs of our community.
SUPPORTING

Chapin Theatre Company • GOoD Works • We Care • Sister Care 
Meals on Wheels • Senior Bingo • USO • Ronald McDonald House 

Lexington-Richland 5 Schools • Scholarships

130 Amicks Ferry Rd. • Chapin, SC 29036

Facebook/chapincoffeeshelf

Instagram @thecoffeeshelf

(803) 932-2660
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PROVIDING HONEST 
EXPERT SERVICE FOR

25 YEARS

803-345-2610

Located next to Chapin High School
258 Columbia Avenue, Chapin

Proud Supporter of the Arts

140 Amicks Ferry Rd
Unit C

Chapin, SC 29036

Mon-Fri: 10:30 AM–4 PM
Saturday: 10:30 AM–3 PM

Sunday: Closed
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Hardy & Eileen King • 96 Ashbourne Road • Irmo, SC 29063

	 Refinishing	•	Chair	Caning
	 Hand	Stripping	•		Faux	Finishes
	 Repair	Work	•	Veneer	Work
	 Lamp	Repair	•	Conversions
	 Pick	Up	•	Delivery
	 Sales	Floor	•	Showroom

“Bring it Back to life”

PEAK PHARMACY
22 RIVER STREET
PEAK, SC 29122
ª(803) 345-1707

Monday-Friday 9 AM–6 PM
Saturday 9 AM–1 PM

Proudly serving this community since 1950

BUILDING COMMUNITY 
THROUGH SERVICE

Our Mission 
The mission of Chapin Women in Service is to 

enhance the quality of life for all citizens in our 
community through individual and group related 
services, community programs and partnerships 

with other organizations.

chapinwomeninservice.org
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